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THE BORDERS

Dale and Joanne Hunt, of 110 Latour Way, gain a tremen-
dous amount of satisfaction in being able to make a difference. 
Whether through their personal and social encounters as a cou-
ple, or through Dale's profession as a dentist in Greenville for 
the last 35 years, they have enjoyed being able to make a positive 
impact in the lives of others. That impact is never more evident, 
or more gratifying, than when they join their hearts and their 
skills together in providing free dental and eye care for many 
of the impoverished children and families living in the remote, 
Andean mountain villages of Ecuador. 

 "I used to always think it was easier and more 'efficient' to simply 
give of my financial resources to enable and support ministry in 
other places," Dale shares. "Then, about 10 years ago, I went with 
my children on a couple of dental trips though MUSC to Ecuador 
and saw that my wife and I could really make a difference.  Each 
one of us in this world is uniquely gifted and talented to fulfill roles 
that are 'given' to us. Often, it just takes a willingness to expand 
beyond the borders of our comfort zone, but it can bring great 
adventure and contentment to the routines of life."

Pulling various groups of volunteers together each time, but 
always including some staff from their Wood Creek Dental 
practice on Pelham Road in Greenville, Dr. Hunt and Joanne 
have made 10 different trips over the last 12 years. These 
regular dental humanitarian trips have become as much a part 
of their dental practice as they have become a part of their 
personal lives. 

As Dale explains, "My Wood Creek Dental team sacrifices their 
time in helping to organize and pack nearly 1000 lbs. of equip-
ment and supplies for each and every trip.  Some of our employees 
volunteer to go with us and assist, while others work extra hard in 
their absence, making it possible for them to go. There are so many 
people that all pull together to make these trips a reality. Surgeons 
for Sight, a local non-profit organization formed by Southern Eye 
Associates of Greenville, trained Joanne to give eye screenings and 
to fit prescription glasses. They donated equipment and hundreds 
of glasses for our trips. In the end, our little 'travel group' of 8 is 
just a small representative of a group about 3 times that size that 
is crucially involved in making these trips happen."

Beyond
Assistance with the Ecuadorian government and coordina-
tion of details overseas is done in partnership with One Heart 
Global Ministries (www.OHGM.org), a non-profit, Christian 
organization committed to serving the people of Ecuador.  The 
Hunts helped with the founding of OHGM in 2009 and take 
great pleasure in sharing with others about the exciting adven-
tures that can be had serving alongside this ministry. In addi-
tion to providing dental and eye care, as well as pharmacy and 
medical treatment, One Heart Global distributes thousands of 
pairs of shoes and socks to the needy throughout their country...
reaching from the Andes to the Amazon.   

The Hunt's most recent trip was this past August, traveling to 
Riobamba, a city which lies 120 miles south of the Ecuadorian 
capitol of Quito and in close proximity of the active Chimbo-
razo volcanic region.  Here, indigenous farmers and families 
walked for miles or were brought in by "truck loads" to an 
elementary school, which served as a make shift clinic. For those 
living in remote, isolated villages such as these, this is often their 
first and only encounter with a dentist. 

"It is most humbling to know that we may be the only dental 
professional that the majority of these people will see in their life-
time," says Dr. Hunt.  "Believe it or not, one of the leading causes of 
death in these communities is tooth infection. What a privilege to 
be able to serve these beautiful, appreciative people and to prevent 
some of their discomfort and suffering."  

As Joanne recalls, "The reaction we get from relieving someone's 
pain or from providing 'sight' to a student so they can accomplish 
their school work, or to a mother so she can 'see' her child’s face from 
a distance is worth all the effort it takes to go and do!"

Previous trips have paved the way and established a level of 
trust now between the local village leaders and the Hunts' team 
of volunteers. Local translators are used to provide communi-
cations between those administering the eye/dental care and 
those receiving it. However, the grateful smiles of those that are 
helped don't require any translation at all...and will continue to 
be the draw that pulls Dale and Joanne Hunt back to the people 
of Ecuador time and time again. continued...
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Sold This Spring!
1400 Thornblade Blvd Villa #29

56 Latour Way
107 Meilland Dr.

405 Thornblade Blvd
507 Thornblade Blvd

WE ENCOURAGE
DOODLING
IN CLASS.

When it comes to a higher education, we have 
one simple rule: make it a helluva lot of fun. With 
one- and two-day car control classes as well as 
one- and two-day M School classes, you will 
arrive as students, and leave as pros. You don’t 
have to own a BMW to slip into the cockpit, just 
come prepared to have your mind blown, and 
leave your marks on the universe.

Visit BMWUSA.com/PerformanceCenter for 
more information.
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Our People Deliver the Difference
waldropinc.com

Greenville: 
30 Cessna Court 

Greenville, SC 29607 
864-272-3201

Spartanburg:  
8345 Taylor Colquitt Rd. 
Spartanburg, SC 29303 

864-578-7130
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hassle or follow-ups necessary.  
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from Waldrop today at waldropinc.com

Heater not ready for 

the winter? Install a new 

one today with Waldrop!


